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1 EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 10, 1981 
L/A 
CHARLESTON, ILL.--With a higher-than-expected number of students 
returning for the fall semester, Eastern Illinois University's enrollment 
has gone over 10,000 for the first time in history despite reductions in 
first-year students and senior college transfers. 
The official tenth-day enrollment is 10,016, an increase of 27 over 
last fall's 9,989. Returning students account for 6,957 of all those on 
campus, 436 more than last fall. 
Throughout the 1980-81 academic year, officials at the University 
planned and took actions designed to reduce enrollment by about 200 
students. Restrictions were placed on the admission of first-time freshmen 
and senior college transfer students, and the readmission of former students 
with academic difficulties. 
President Daniel E. Marvin, Jr., said he is surprised at the increase 
but that he has reviewed all of the enrollment information and is satis-
fied that actions taken by University officials were appropriate and did 
achieve the desired effect. He commended Admissions officials for their 
efforts. 
The number of first-time freshmen has declined by 244 students; 
transfer student enrollment is down by 103; and 62 fewer students have 
returned from semesters prior to last spring. 
Marvin said "the decrease in these categories shows that our plans 
worked. We were simply caught by surprise in the number of returning 
students.'' 
-more-
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University officials have no explanation at this time for the 
unusual number of students returning to school. Marvin said the number 
of these students is "significantly greater than we had anticipated." 
Marvin said he will transmit the official statistics to the Board 
of Governors of State Colleges and Universities and the Illinois Board 
of Higher Education. 
"I will meet with staff members of the BHE to discuss this year's 
enrollment and plans for next year," said Marvin. 
(Note: A summary of enrollments for the Fall Semester of 1980 and 1981 
is attached.) 
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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
On-Campus Enrollment Summary, Fall Semesters 1980 and 1981 
Fall 1980 Fall 1981 Difference 
Total Students 9,989 10,016 + 27 
Full-time 8,985 9,099 + 114 
Part-time 1,004 917 - 87 
Undergraduates 9,011 9,103 + 92 
Graduates 978 913 - 65 
Men 4,428 4,423 - 5 
Women 5,561 5,593 + 32 
Freshmen 3,066 2,909 - 157 
Sophomores 2,028 2,113 + 85 
Juniors 1,945 2,050 + 105 
Seniors 1,972 2,031 + 59 
Graduates (5th year) 816 747 - 69 
Graduates (6th year) 162 166 + 4 
Returning Students 6,521 6,957 + 436 (Last Semester) 
First Time in College 1,980 1,736 - 244 
Transfer Students 1,137 1,034 - 103 
Former Students (Out More 351 289 - 62 
Than One Semester) 
